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As recently as three decades ago most Inuit lived a lifestyle much like that of their forbearers: "living

on the land," with the men hunting according to time-honoured methods and the women performing

the same round of daily tasks that their grandmothers and great grandmothers had done. Today

these people typically live in settlements, some of them distinctly urban in character. Adults work for

wages and use electric appliances, children listen to stereos and run about the settlement on

motorbikes. As anthropologist John Matthiasson observes, "the Inuit child of today may look back in

fond nostalgia on the lifestyle of his parents when they lived on the land, but he cannot return to it."

Matthiasson, who has remained in contact with the Tununermiut since the 1960s, offers both a vivid

picture of Inuit society as it was and an illuminating look at the nature and the extent of the

enormous changes of the past thirty years.
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"A rich cultural account...the personalized experiences and reflections of the author bring additional

meaning to the case study..." -- Norman Chance, University of Connecticut

A rich cultural account... the personalized experiences and reflections of the author bring additional

meaning to the case study by illustrating how perspectives on indigenous peoples are largely

shaped by the dominant narrative and ideologies of the times. Overall, this is a highly readable as

well as knowledgeable book. (Norman Chance, University of Connecticut)



John Matthiasson's account of his year abroad among the Inuit of the eastern Arctic is entertaining

and honest.He carefully describes a culture in rapid transition and offers many humorous anecdotes

about his struggles to fit in with the very alien lifestyle of these Arctic people.Matthiasson's naivete

but willingness to adhere to the social norms of his hosts, endears him to the reader.Overall, an

excellent anthropological introduction to Inuit culture.
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